Kilgarlin Center 07-26.05
Als J. Reeves, Apr. 13, 1821

TREATMENT PROPOSAL/AUTHORIZATION FOR TREATMENT

Date:
PCS Identification number:

Owner/Custodian:
Address:

Telephone:

Owner/Custodian call no.:
Title/Subject/Description:
Creator:

Date of production:

Place of production:
Approximate dimensions (hxw):

Conservator:

Authorization

April 8, 2007

07-26.05

Stephanie Malmros

Center for American History
University of Texas at Austin

512-475-4257

2A147 Folder 2

als “In consequence of thy..”
J. Reeves

4™ mo. 13" 1821

Texas

101/8x 16 1/8”

26.6 x41.0 cm

Emily S. Rainwater

The undersigned requests and authorizes the Kilgarlin Center at the University of Texas, Austin,
TX, to undertake conservation treatment of the artifact described in the attached Condition Report
according to the procedures outlined in the appended Treatment Proposal. In the event the
Owner/Custodian authorizes the Kilgarlin Center to proceed with the treatment recommended in
the proposal such authorization shall be deemed to include acceptance by the depositor of the
terms and conditions appearing in the original Authorization for Examination and Treatment. The
undersigned further agrees that the Kilgarlin Center and the conservator may share any
information or images obtained during the agreed upon examination, treatment, or investigation

in written and public presentations.

Signature of Owner/Custodian:

Date:

Signature of conservator:

Date:
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Description
Primary support(hxw): 10 1/8 x 16 1/8”
26.6 x41.0 cm

General

The manuscript is two letters written in iron gall ink on a single leaf of handmade paper which was folded
in half vertically. The first letter is on the right half of the front of the manuscript with the postal direction
on the left half of the front of the manuscript. The second letter is written on the right half of the back of
the manuscript and continues onto the left half of the front of the manuscript along with a second postal
direction.

Media
Iron gall ink
The iron gall ink is written in two different hands, one for each letter and respective postal direction. The
ink is somewhat heavily applied on the front of the manuscript in the first hand and is lightly applied on the
back of the manuscript in the second hand. The ink is thicker where a written word has been crossed out,
or in some cases, on certain letters within the word. One signature remains on the front of the manuscript.

Wax
Remnants of a red wax seal remain on the left half of the front of the manuscript close to the vertical fold
line.

Primary support
The manuscript is written on a fragment of medium weight, handmade, wove, cream colored paper.

Condition

General
The manuscript is in poor condition overall. It has been silked overall, front and back and has many losses
in the primary support. The manuscript, and sometimes the silking, is torn in several places.

Media
Iron gall ink
The ink has faded to a medium to light brown. There is little sign of corrosion even in the most dense
areas, although the ink has sunk into the surface and is clearly visible from the back. The ink is slightly
faded and haloes, but it is not clear how much of this is due to the silking process.

Wax
The seal itself is missing. Only a slight ring of red remains. The paper support where the seal originally
was has darkened from the wax.

Primary support

The primary support is in poor condition overall. There is evidence of staining and possible water damage.
It has darkened slightly to a warm, yellow color overall. The paper is brittle and in some places has
cracked the silk. There are several small losses long the edges as well as in the center of the manuscript
where the wax seal was. A large portion of one side of the manuscript is missing. The loss shows an
irregular pattern.

The left half of the front of the manuscript near the fold line contains the impression of half of a paperclip.
The rust has sunk into the paper but is not visible in the silk.
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A layer of silk was applied to the front and back of the manuscript, the edges trimmed tight to the
theoretical shape of the original paper. It was adhered with a thin, even layer of paste.

Treatment Proposal

1. Remove silk from front and back of manuscript.

2. Wash to remove residual adhesive, as possible.
3. Alkalize as possible.
4. Mend as necessary.
5. House in folder.
Photography

Digital images, recto and verso, raking and ambient light.

Testing

Testing was done on the iron gall ink and the wax seal. A cotton swab and damp chromatography paper
were two methods used to check for particulate offset. Drops of distilled water and drops of ethanol were
used to test for bleeding. Neither the ink nor the wax seal showed any change after testing.

Possible Effects of Treatment
It is likely that there will be a slight shift in the color of the ink as a result of the alkalization. It is possible
that the density of the ink will be slightly reduced.

Treatment Performed

1.  Humidified under Gore-tex. (1 hour)

2. Wetted up manuscript with distilled water and placed in bath of distilled water buffered with
calcium carbonate to a pH of approximately 8.5. (15 minutes)

3. Mechanically removed silk lining on a light table. (10 minutes)

4. Putin a bath of pH approximately 8.5 to remove excess adhesive and alkalinize the manuscript.
(10 minutes)

5. Dried under blotters and boards for 24 hours. (90 minutes)

6. Mended tears and reattached loose pieces. (30 minutes)

7. Re-housed in a buffered folder. (5 minutes)



