C  O  N  S  U  E  L  A     M  E  T  Z  G  E  R  

4506 Ave. C

Austin,  Texas  78751

(512) 453-8504  home/ (512) 471-8293 work


(512) 471-8285

chela@ischool.utexas.edu

 E  D  U  C  A  T  I  O  N


Advanced Conservation Internship        Library of Congress Rare Book Section


     1994


Recipient:  individual Kress grant funding for 9 months full time training. 


Internship supervised by the Chief Conservator.
Certificate in Hand Bookbinding            North Bennet Street School, Boston, MA 

    1993


Two years full-time study 

Conservation of Library Materials: Basic ink pre- testing for washing, simple washing  of paper with printing-ink or iron-gall media, aqueous and non-aqueous alkaline treatments, dry cleaning and flattening paper items.  Mending paper with western and Japanese materials.  Consolidating damaged leather, cloth and paper book covering materials.  Board attachment methods.  Textblock consolidation.  Filling in leather, cloth, and paper losses.  Toning  new in-fills.  Basic tape and adhesive removal.  Exhibition concerns for library and archival material.  Protective enclosures.  

Historical Book Structures and Decorative Techniques: Practical and aesthetic treatment considerations for materials bound in medieval to 20th century structures, with a focus on 15th to 19th century European materials.  Intensive study of text block movement, handling, and historically appropriate repairs. Completed the following historical models:  built-in-groove case in both cloth and leather; split-board in cloth and leather; wooden-boarded Ethiopian; paper-case; single and double flexible sewing with laced-on boards;  laced-on wooden board with tawed skin; limp vellum (Chris Clarkson style); fine bindings with leather hinge and both blind and gold tooling; sewn-on-board style (Gary Frost); German fine binding style(Frank Mowery);  and the long-stitch in conservation and decorative styles.  Constructed both decorative and structural endbands from silk and linen.  Practiced basic paste paper and marbling techniques.

 Masters in Library Science 
                     Simmons College, Boston, MA
                    1990


Preservation for Library Collections, History of Visual Communication,


Humanities Research, Art Librarianship.
 Bachelor Of Arts         

                      The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA


1985


Evergreen Foundation Scholar



Interdisciplinary study in art history, literature and philosophy. 
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C  O  N  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N     E  X  P  E  R  I  E  N  C  E  -- T   E  A  C  H  I  N  G 

Instructor, Kilgarlin Center for the Preservation of the Cultural Record, School of information, University of Texas at Austin

Conservation of Bound Library and Archival materials: Lab 1, Lab 2, Lab 3, Lab 4

History of Printing in the West: Material Culture and Social Implications

Instructor—“Curso taller: Restauracion de encuadernacion Siglos XV!-XVII

9/02

One-week hands-on workshop on understanding the structures of historical European bindings typical in the 16th and 17th centuries. Given at the National Archives of Peru in Lima.

Instructor for el Curso Regional para America Latina  : ICCROM  

                        10/01

One week hands-on workshop in preservation/conservation of bound items in libraries and archives given in Santiago, Chile

Fulbright Lectureship

Buenos Aires, Argentina


                8/00-10/00

Selected to teach a two month course for twenty beginning students on the fundamentals of rare book conservation.  Classes will include hands-on work building historical models, demonstrations and practice of basic treatments for rare materials, depending on the student level of ability.  The focus will be on sensitivity to historical materials and techniques, and basic non-destructive treatments. All classes taught in Spanish.

Other  teaching projects in Argentina included :  a one week basic conservation course for library students at the University of Buenos Aires, a one week historical book structure course for the book conservation staff at the Biblioteca National, and a two week program in basic book repair at a la Biblioteca Major in Cordoba.

Project Conservator


Huntington Library, San Marino CA
         
1/98 – 8/00

Lampadia-Program  Grant – three years


Responsible for planning and teaching a four and one-half month book conservation curriculum each year for two visiting South American Lampadia-Program conservators.  Topics  included: photographic and written documentation; choosing appropriate tools and materials; building protective enclosures; atlas structures, enclosures for over or undersize materials, album structures, board attachment, textblock consolidation, judging appropriate repairs for historical structures, and learning from appropriate historical models.   Treatments  included:  japanese paper board attachment, leather and cloth re-backs, rebuilding caps with paper and leather, full rebinding in cloth and leather, non-adhesive bindings for manuscript items, consolidating broken textblocks with sewing, lining or both, and repairing case bindings with cloth and paper.  Models have included: built-in-groove case bindings, split-board, long-stitch, paper-case, limp-parchment (Espinoza model), laced-on hard board, sewn-on-board (Frost model), and the conservation long-stitch (Linda McWilliams model).
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C  O  N  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N     E  X  P  E  R  I  E  N  C  E  -- T  R  E  A  T  M  E  N  T  

Project Conservator


Huntington Library, San Marino, CA
             1-1999/7-2001

Korzenik Collection

Worked to complete conservation treatments on a collection of children’s art education books.  This was done both alone and in conjunction with Lampadia Conservators while the Lampadia grant was running.

Project Conservator           

Huntington Library, San Marino  CA

5-1996 / 9-1996

Giles Mead Ichthyology Collection Grant

Worked with the Head Rare Book Curator to examine and set treatment priorities for the Giles Mead Ichthyology collection.  Treatments for these typically oversized and album structure volumes included tape removal, text block consolidation, board attachment for leather and cloth bindings, and cover repairs.
 Project Conservator          

Huntington Library, San Marino, CA 

        
1994-1996

 NEH Pamphlet Project  Grant

Completed over 300 treatments on bound items as specified by grant guidelines. Independently selected items for efficient batch treatment,  established a workflow that fulfilled all grant deadlines, and worked with the NEH project cataloger to monitor progress and coordinate efforts.

---Treatments included: paper repairs using western and Japanese paper; aqueous treatments; re-sizing; filling in cover losses with toned paper, cloth, or leather; textblock consolidation including complete re-sewing;  board attachment using a variety of methods; historically sympathetic  binding repairs; and structurally appropriate re-bindings.

-- Re-housed all items in CMI boxes,  and created special enclosures when required; documented 

treatments in writing and photographically, and used a variety of computer programs as needed.


-- Worked closely with the Chief Preservation Officer, Head Rare Book Conservator, Rare 
Book Curators, NEH project cataloger, and all department staff.  Participated in meetings, helped prepare for conferences and workshops, and assisted with conservation intern training.

Advanced Conservation Intern,  The Library of Congress, Washington DC


      9-1993/5-1994

Worked primarily with rare book and manuscript conservators to learn and practice conservation techniques.  Projects included: manuscript ink testing, leaf-casting, suction table use, alkaline treatments, re-sizing, complete re-binding,  non-adhesive re-bindings, intensive rebuilding of textblocks, adhesive removal, and stabilization for exhibition.

Conservation Assistant  

Boston College,  Chestnut Hill, MA

5-1992 / 9-1993

Built protective enclosures, repaired cloth case bindings, washed and completed alkaline treatments for books to be re-bound.  Worked with the conservator to pull damaged books for treatment, record hygrothermograph readings, and check the stacks for mold problems. 
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P   R  I  V  A  T  E        C  O  N  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N       T  R  E  A  T  M  E  N  T  

1991-

Have completed a variety of private conservation work since 1991, both for institutions and individuals.  This work has included:  rebinding and re-housing  special collections materials, repairing heavily used reference books, restoring function to very rare warped and fragile victrola  canister boxes, mending the drawers and compartments of antique boxes, and  creating one-of a kind retirement albums, sketch books, and memorial books.  Currently using private work as a teaching tool within the Preservation/Conservation Studies Program, and in 2003 treated a 1755 first edition of the Johnson’s Dictionaries.

C  O  N  T I  N  U  I  N  G        C  O  N  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N      E  D  U  C  A  T  I  O  N    


S  H  O  R  T   C  O  U   R  S  E  S   /   W  O  R  K  S  H  O  P  S 

AIC Course in Values and Meaning in Special Collections Conservation
2004


Instructor, Jan Paris University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Paper and Book Intensive 
Portland, OR



2004


Metal Clasp making, 

Paper and Book Intensive




2001


Medieval Pigments,  Cheryl Porter


15th Century English Bindings,  Maria Fredricks

Rare Book School






2001


History of the printed word to 1800 , Martin Antonetti

Chemistry for Conservators 
  Baltimore, ML (July)


2000

Based on requirements for the UK Archivists Training,  David Dorning



Paper and Book Intensive ,        Oxbow, MI


2000


New Readers, Gary Frost


Creating Teaching Materials, Heidi Kyle



Paper and Book Intensive
Deer Island, Me


1999


Tree Calf Leather Staining, Dominic Riley


Alkaline Solutions, Cathleen Baker
Paper and Book Intensive
Santa Barbara, CA


1998
 
Adhesives, Sizings, and Consolidates, Cathleen Baker



Protective enclosures, Mindell Dubansky


Rare Book School


Charlottesville, VA



1997


Structure of Medieval and Renaissance Bindings, Christopher Clarkson.

Paper and Book Intensive
 Oxbow, MI




1997


Chemistry of Book Materials,   Daniel Kelm.


Bleaching Pulp and Paper,   Cathleen Baker.
Mellon Advanced Conservation Workshop,     University of Iowa

1996


History and Repair of Atlas Structures, Pamela Spitzmueller

Rare Book School      


  Charlottesville, VA



1993


16th-18th Century European Bookbinding,   Nicholas Pickwoad.
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F  O  R  M  A  L    P  R  E  S  E  N  T  A  T  I  O  N  S 

Western Association Art Conservation
Board-Reattachment case Study
2004
Edinboro, PA, University of Edinboro   
Lecture on Bookbinding for Art Students
2003
AIC Book Conservation Group                            Moderated a Panel on Leather and Adhesives             
 
2003

ARSAG                                                                     “Conservation Considerations for digital projects”
  

2002
 




  co-written with Ellen Cunningham-Kruppa 

El Archivo General de la Nacion, Mexico

Organization of a Preservation Department

2001
University of Texas,  Austin Texas


Context of Conservation for Use
     2001

Library of Congress, Wash. DC
 
Treatment Perimeters and Conservation Techniques

   1999 





for the Huntington’s  English Pamphlet Volumes

Chapman University, Orange Calif.
 
Treatment of St. Augustine’s City of God(1504)
1999         
   
The National Archives of Brazil,  Rio              
Project Conservation for Special Collections      
1998


The North Bennet Street School, Boston          
Organizing Treatments for Project Completion 
  
1997         
                        

C  O  N  S  U  L  T  I  N  G

Universidad de Francisco Marraquin—Jose Cecilio de Valle Collection


2004

Surveyed the condition of a collection of bound materials ranging in publication date from


 the 16th to the 20th  century.  Gave a Workshop[ on rare book handling.

Library of Congress -- Rare Book Conservation,  Wash. DC                        
  
1999
 


Worked with the team of conservators preparing the Jefferson Collection for exhibit.  


Created packets of information on board attachment techniques and batch treatment


ideas specifically for the Jefferson Library project.   Discussed various structural and 


aesthetic conservation problems and gave demonstrations of specific techniques over the 


course of three days.

Chapman University, Orange Calif.


1998


Worked with the reference librarian to organize and accession and store a recently


acquired collection of rare books. Assisted with development of handling techniques, 


ordering suitable supplies, basic environmental control,  and treatment priorities.
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L  I  B  R  A  R  Y        E  X  P  E  R  I  E  N  C  E

Part-Time Reference Librarian      South Pasadena, CA
                                      
1995- 2000

       Provide occasional night and weekend reference service for a small, dynamic public library.

Utilize Internet, CD-ROM and a wide variety of print sources.  Teach first-time library users, both children and adults , to use the computer catalog as needed.

Part-Time Reference Librarian
DePaul University,  Chicago IL

1/97-6/97

        Worked with automated and standard reference sources in an academic library serving    


 a diverse urban population.  Assisted with CD-ROM data base searching and Dialog 


searches as needed.

Indexer/Abstractor    American Bar Association, Chicago IL

11/97 – 6/97

Organized, indexed and abstacted American bar Association service materials on a database, for retrieval by members from around the nation.

Part-Time Reference Librarian Northeastern University, Boston, MA 
1991-1993


Worked closely with other full and part-time staff to provide reference services in a large 

university,  serving both the students and the general public.  

Part-Time Reference Librarian     Wheelock College,  Boston, MA

1991-1993

 Provided evening and weekend reference service.  Worked with the head of reference to maintain bibliographies in a variety of subject areas, and occasionally provide group instruction on database searching.
Library Intern

Simmons College
Boston, MA

1987-1990

Worked both as language lab supervisor, media lab assistant and  reference  assistant.  As lab supervisor: developed all procedures and forms, wrote policy manual, organized and maintained collection, trained and supervised student workers. As media assistant: produced slides, displays, and audio/video tapes for the college. Operated media equipment when needed.  Acted as night supervisor.

C O  M   M  U  N  I  T  Y       S  E  R  V  I  C  E  

Teaching simple bookmaking in an after-school program for children
2001

Demonstration of Decorative Gold Tooling, Austin Book Fair

2001/2002
Demonstrated traditional hand-sewing for books as part of the Huntington Library 

display booth at the LA Times Festival of the Book


1999

Donated materials for a library display on bookbinding, South Pasadena

  
  1998
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P  R  O  F  E  S  S  I  O  N  A  L      O  R  G  A  N  I  Z  A  T  I  O  N  S


Society for the History of Authorship, Reading and Publishing


American Library Association—Library History Roundtable, RBMS


American Institute for Conservation,  Book and Paper Group


Guild of Book Workers—Lone Star Chapter Vice-President (Southern Region)


Western Association for Art Conservation


Designer Binders-UK (associate)

