	Big6( Strategies for Computer Collaboration*

By Barbara A. Jansen



	Big6( Skill
	Strategies for Collaboration

	Task Definition
	· Group brainstorms information needed to do the task. Typically, this is written in question form.

· Group sits around the computer. One student is designated the driver (the one who controls the mouse and inputs information) and inputs group’s ideas using word processor or Inspiration (www.inspiration.com) software. Group adds questions teacher wants included. Print enough copies for each person in group, or save to the group’s folder on the server.

· Students can take turns being the driver

· Best practice: have students divide the information needed (the questions) so each person has a responsibility to find some information

	Information Seeking Strategies
	· Group can use a word processor or Inspiration software to brainstorm a list of sources to help answer their questions.

· To this, students can add sources given by their teacher and librarian. They should choose the best sources with the help of their teacher and librarian.

	Location & Access
	· One student drives (responsibility can be shared)

· Students in the group work together under the direction of the librarian and teacher to access sources on the computer (CD-ROM and Internet).

· As one or two students in the group are using the computer, the others can be accessing books, encyclopedias, and videos in the library. 

	Use of Information
	· One student can use the computer while the others use the books, encyclopedias and videos. When finished, they trade sources.

· Each student decides what pertinent information to use to answer his or her questions. He or she will copy and paste pertinent information into word processing or Inspiration software. Or the student should paraphrase or summarize if necessary.

· If students in a group are finding information together, they can help each other identify pertinent information to copy and paste, or paraphrase or summarize into the word processing or Inspiration software.

· Information from library books, encyclopedias and videos should be added to the group’s or individuals word processing or Inspiration software.

	Synthesis
	· Group works together to organize information found in sources

· Group compiles the notes taken to create the content for the final product

· If appropriate, the Group uses the available computer to create the final product.

	Evaluation
	· If the scoring rubric, guide, or checklist is available electronically, the Group will complete it together

· Each student will complete an informal self-assessment

	*Computer Collaboration is defined as a group of 2 or more students around one computer, as opposed to one-to-one ratio of students to computers. Many classrooms and libraries have only enough computers for students to share. This can be more effective than each student using his or her own computer in a lab, as students learn the skills of working together for a common goal.


