Big6( Steps to Teacher* and Librarian Collaboration

By Barbara A. Jansen

	Big6( Skill
	Suggested Teacher Responsibilities
	Suggested Librarian Responsibilities

	Task Definition
	· Teacher & librarian plan together to define an effective task for students

· Teacher is usually responsible for curriculum content

· Teacher usually introduces task to the class or may share this responsibility with the librarian
	· Teacher & librarian plan together to define an effective task for students



	Information Seeking Strategies
	· Teacher & librarian plan together which sources students will likely use

· Teacher adds sources in which he or she is familiar
	· Teacher & librarian plan together which sources students will likely use

· Librarian is responsible for identifying appropriate sources

· Librarian usually solicits input for sources from class and introduces new sources 

	Location & Access
	· Teacher & librarian plan together the most efficient way students will locate sources

· Teacher will usually teach skills such as using indexes, tables of content, skimming & scanning

· Responsibility of teaching Internet searching may be shared
	· Teacher & librarian plan together the most efficient way students will locate sources

· Librarian is usually responsible for teaching students how to access sources 

· Librarian will usually teach students location skills related to library resources, including online subscription databases

· Responsibility of teaching Internet searching may be shared

	Use of Information
	· Teacher & librarian plan together effective strategies for students to acquire information, such as skimming, scanning, and note taking methods

· Teacher usually instructs students in note taking strategies, but responsibility may be shared

· Both teacher and librarian may take responsibility to assist students in their note taking
	· Teacher & librarian plan together effective strategies for students to acquire information, such as skimming, scanning, and note taking methods

· Both teacher and librarian may take responsibility to assist students in their note taking

	Synthesis
	· Teacher & librarian plan together transferable and higher-level ways students can show results of information finding

· Teacher usually teaches skills students need to show their results, but may share responsibilities with librarian
	· Teacher & librarian plan together transferable and higher-level ways students can show results of information finding



	Evaluation
	· Teacher & librarian plan together how students will evaluate their efforts, both process and product

· Teacher usually administers to students a self-evaluation instrument such as a checklist, rubric, scoring guide

· Teacher shares these with librarian so the process can be assessed
	· Teacher & librarian plan together how students will evaluate their efforts, both process and product

· Librarian may also share in the responsibility of formally assessing students (the grading process)


*Teacher is defined as classroom teacher; campus instructional technologist; Special Education teacher; Gifted and talented teacher; special area teacher, such as art, music, or physical education; paraprofessionals responsible for instruction; or any combination of the above.

