 SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN CHAPTER

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEMBER MEETING
AUGUST 25, 2013
Called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Kendra
In attendance: Kendra Malinowski, Laura Treat, Kate Neptune, Emily Bulger, Samantha Bruner
I. Listserv: Emily has added the new students who signed up during Welcome Week to the listserv. During the first week of class, one of the board members will send out a Welcome email to wish the students a happy first week of class and to let them know that they have been added to the listserv.
II. Student Chapters Meeting at SAA Conference: Kendra gave the board a brief recap of the event she led at SAA. She has also created a Facebook group so that discussions among SAA student chapters can continue.
III. Repository Tours: The first repository tour will be of the Alexander Architectural Archive and will take place on September 27th at 3 p.m. Sam and/or Sydney will send out an announcement on the listserv, and prepare a short blurb for Laura to post on the chapter's Facebook page. The listserv email will ask interested students to respond, so that the board can have a general idea of how many people will be coming. Emily will see about having the event put up on the TVs.
IV. Dance Panel: The Dance Panel will take place on September 26th in the 5th floor conference room at 5:30 p.m. The panelists will be Helen Baer, Mariana Symeonides, and Sydney Gulbronson. Kate will order pizza for the event. Kendra will make a flier and Emily will have an announcement put up on the TVs. It was agreed that the panelists should receive a small gift – either a tote or a t-shirt.
V. Future Panels: Over the course of the fall semester, the board will be putting together a series of panels aimed at professional development within specific areas of the archival field. The dance panel will be the first of these. Possible future topics include: corporate archives, government archives and Presidential Libraries, Copyright.
VI. Archives Week: This year's Archive's Week will be held from October 14th-18th. The theme will be Technology in the Archives. The Archivists of Central Texas are also hosting an event for Archives Week, and have indicated that they would be willing to partner with us if we should wish, for overlapping events. Laura and Kate will go to their planning meeting, and Kate will also email Jennifer Hecker about it.


Events: 


1. iSchool Night: An evening devoted to showcasing interesting research going on in the field here at the iSchool. Possible speakers include Ciaran Trace, Patricia Galloway, Sara Kim or another Ph.D. Student.



2. Crowd-sourcing Panel: A panel of speakers on the use of crowd-sourcing in archives. Possible speakers include Micah Irwin and Jennifer Hecker. Inquiries will also be made at TAMI and the LBJ Library for possible speakers. 



3. Digitization Demonstration: Will include a short talk about film preservation, possibly accompanied by a workshop. Depending on the availability of equipment from TAMI, those attending may be able to bring their film reels and digitize them at the event. Laura will see about reserving a room in the Communications Building for the event, where we can also screen the films being digitized. Snacks will be provided.


After discussion, the board decided that a repository tour may not need to one of the scheduled Archives Week events. 


The board set a followup deadline for Archives Week planning. The board will stay after the first general meeting to debrief about contact with panelists, available spaces and equipment. 
VII. First General Meeting: The board members will introduce themselves to the new members. We will make announcements about our upcoming events and sell totes. Laura will send out a survey after the meeting to see what times most students are available, which students are willing to help out with events, and the kinds of events they would like to see.
VIII. Happy Hours: The first Happy Hour will be on September 19th.
IX. Potluck: Kate will email Ciaran about possible dates and any conflicts the board foresees.
X. Inside Books Project: The board indicated interest in doing this. Further details will be discussed once we know whether or not students are interested in volunteering.
XI. SAA's Digital Archive: Sam and Emily will set up a Dropbox account to make file sharing for active records easier among board members and the chapter at large. There will be two folders – a closed folder for board members and a public folder where chapter members can upload photos and videos from SAA events. Sam will be in charge of making sure the file names conform to the proper naming conventions and will batch ingest the materials into Dspace at the end of each semester.
XII. SAA Chapter Website: There are a number of problems with the chapter's current website. The code is outdated and not readily adaptable. The main page and the Archives Week page must be accessed from two different accounts with two different passwords. As it currently exists, it functions as a public archive of past SAA events, and is really only useful to board members. Emily has suggested re-thinking what we want the website to provide for our audience, and who we envision that audience to be. One solution may be to migrate to a more dynamic platform, like Tumbr. Tumblr would make it easier to share photos, videos, articles and fliers for events. Students would be able to follow it so that updates would automatically show up in his or her feed. Statistics would also be more easily gathered, so the board would be able to chart the site's traffic and see what users are or are not interested in. Tumblr is also permalink based, making it easier to archive and preserve long-term than Facebook. It was agreed among the board members that a meeting devoted solely to the website should be planned. In the meantime, board members will email Emily their ideas for the website.
XIII. SSA Graduate Symposium in San Marcos: Kate has been contacted by Katie Salzmann about a symposium being held in San Marcos. She has requested the board help raise awareness and promote attendance of the event. Details forthcoming. 
