SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS CHAPTER

MINUTES

BOARD MEETING

March 11, 2011

Meeting called to order at 3:36 pm by Carin Yavorcik
In Attendance:

Alison Clemens

Carin Yavorcik

Christine George

Rachel Appel

Ryan Field

Ryder Kouba

Sarah Sokolow
Wendy Hagenmaier

Dr. David Gracy


Dr. Ciaran Trace
I. SAA Speaker Dinner – 7 pm, Thursday, March 24th
Carin reported that she heard back from the two SAA workshop leaders. They confirmed that the workshops will be happening (Sarah and Ryan registered to attend) and that they would love to come to dinner at 7 pm on Thursday, March 24th. Carin solicited restaurant suggestions—particularly venues that would be good for groups, take reservations, are relatively quiet, and serve food that isn’t too spicy.

Suggestions: The Clay Pit (too spicy?), Moonshine Patio (Dr. Gracy suggested we sit on the patio), Sagra, Second Bar + Kitchen, Iron Cactus.
We decided on Moonshine Patio.

Next Steps:

· Carin will send out an email to see who’s interested in going and will make reservations.
II. "Tell All" Meeting – 12-2 pm, Wednesday, March 23rd, 1.208
Carin and Sarah discussed the agenda for the “Tell-All” meeting, which we’re hosting primarily to show the safety education video and to spread the word about various spring events and ways to get involved. Please come if you can.

We decided that we will order pizza (approximately eight pizzas) to entice people to attend.
Next Steps:

· Rachel will ask Ann about the possibility of ordering the pizza through the school to avoid paying tax. If not possible, Carin will order pizza (iSchool Search Committee members might know about a discount, and Sarah has coupons), and Rachel will reimburse her.
· Carin will bring sign-in list to the meeting to determine members.
III. Spring Repository Trip, Fort Worth – April 8th-9th 
Sarah confirmed that our plans to visit NARA Southwest are confirmed. However, the Reference Archivist at the Amon Carter Museum of American Art will be out of town. (He’s open to us visiting at another time.) Sarah suggested we try to visit the Kimbell Art Museum instead. The Kimbell has an Architectural Archivist and a Registrar on staff—it could be interesting to meet them and learn about their roles.
Next Steps:
· Sarah will reach out to the Kimbell Architectural Archivist and Registrar by email and update the Chapter at the “Tell-All” Meeting.

· Carin will investigate insurance requirements for the trip (it’s dangerous outside the Forty Acres, y’all).

· Sarah and Carin will ensure that those who want to attend have signed up by the week after Spring Break so we can make reservations.
IV. Archives Week
Carin facilitated a discussion of everyone’s choices for speakers to invite and our thoughts on the current status and phrasing of the Archives Week theme:

· Meg voted for the Andy Warhol Archivist and the Grateful Dead Archivist.

· Helen voted for Smithsonian traveling archivist and NARA Recovery Team.
· Rachel likes the “Keep Archives Weird” theme and voted for the Andy Warhol Archivist and the Grateful Dead Archivist.

· Sarah proposed a suggestion from her earlier email—what if we framed “Keep Archives Weird” as an examination of the unusual ways archivists preserve collections? She also suggested Gary Holton, Director of the Alaska Native Language Archive in Fairbanks, Alaska, as a potential speaker.
· Ryder likes the “Keep Archives Weird” theme and voted for the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America (SFWA) Collection, the Andy Warhol Archivist, or the Grateful Dead Archivist.
· Ryan voted for the SFWA Collection and the Grateful Dead Archivist for the “Keep Archives Weird” theme but also likes the Smithsonian traveling archivist and NARA Recovery Team suggestions.
· Carin suggested a theme involving archives and road trips as a way to group the Smithsonian traveling archivist and the NARA Recovery Team ideas.
· Dr. Gracy expressed his uncertainty about the term “weird,” but agreed that any archivist would be able to speak to the uniqueness and character of archival collections. He also agreed that the Grateful Dead Archivist would probably draw a good audience from the community.
· Wendy likes the Keep Archives Weird theme and voted for the Andy Warhol Archivist and Grateful Dead Archivist. She also suggested that we might make “Keep Archives Weird” the tagline/sub-heading, rather than the headline.
· Christine likes the “Keep Archives Weird” theme but thinks it could be problematic. She voted for the NARA Recovery Team and the Alaska Native Language Archive.
· Dr. Trace voted for the “Keep Archives Weird” theme, as long as we could get the right speakers, who wouldn’t be offended. She thinks this theme would appeal to very broad audience

· Alison agreed that the “Keep Archives Weird” them would also have a broader appeal, and she voted for the Andy Warhol Archivist and the Grateful Dead Archivist, with the SFWA Collection as a back-up.
· Carin also likes the “Keep Archives Weird” theme and voted for Oddball Film + Video and the Grateful Dead Archivist.
Overall, most of the group’s votes went to the “Keep Archives Weird” theme and the Andy Warhol and Grateful Dead Archivists.
Carin then facilitated a discussion of names and taglines. Several people voiced their support for Meg’s suggestion from last week of “preserving character and curiosities.” Christine suggested a revised title: “Curiouser and Curiouser: Exploring the Wonder that Keeps Archives Weird.” Dr. Gracy expressed his support for “Curiouser and Curiouser” as a title—he thinks it could go in all sort of directions and cover the innumerable “curious objects” we find in archives. He also suggested we keep the tagline brief. A general consensus emerged that this new title would emphasize the positive connotation of the “weird” theme and be less likely to offend anyone involved. The Smithsonian archivist and NARA Recovery Team would also align with the “Curiouser and Curiouser” theme.

Next Steps:

· Carin and Sarah will find contact information for the Andy Warhol Archivist(s) and the Grateful Dead Archivist and invite them. If they can’t participate, Carin and Sarah will invite someone from the NARA Recovery Team.

V. SAA Conference Poster
Sarah and Carin reported that SAA approved our poster for this year’s conference. In their poster proposal, last year’s board suggested the theme of past events throughout the history of SAA-UT. Sarah and Carin suggested we narrow the theme to SAA-UT events since Fall 2010.

Next Steps:

· Wendy will collect photos from this period for use on the poster and add them to our archives.

· In May, Carin and Sarah will work on delegating responsibility for the creation of the poster.
VI. Social Media Update
Ryan reported that the SAA-UT email address is now functional. He will be sending out a request for feedback on the Facebook Fan Page and Twitter page shortly.
Next Steps:

· Ryan will make a Facebook Event Invite for the upcoming “Tell-All” meeting.
VII. Report from Alison on Indiana Meeting
Alison reported on her recent visit to a conference organized by the SAA student chapter at Indiana University, where she presented a paper on UT Archivist/Librarian Winnie Allen. She also attended the pre-conference SAA workshop on Visual Literacy and Photograph Collections, which was very enlightening—she highly recommends any SAA workshops you might be interested in. The official conference took place on Saturday and Sunday. On Saturday, Alison went on tours of the Lilly Library and Mathers Museum and also attended a workshop at Mathers. On Sunday, she successfully presented her paper—go, Alison! Alison served as goodwill ambassador from our chapter, and the students at Indiana told her that they remembered meeting Mark and Halley at SAA and think we are great. Dr. Gracy said, “Hot dog!”
VIII. Update on Forty Acre Fest: April 2nd
Sarah updated us on the latest plans for Forty Acre Fest. She attended a meeting this past week and requested an under-the-trees table location. We plan to sell drinks at the event, with a possible “answer a question about archives and get your drink free” promotion. We also discussed applying SAA-UT stickers to the drink bottles. Dr. Gracy mentioned that we could add our stickers to another sticker job he will be ordering for SAA (at not cost to the chapter).
Next Steps:

· Carin will create sticker design and show us at next meeting or email us. (Possible copy: “SAA-UT: Keeping Archives Weird”)
· Carin and Alison will provide coolers for drinks at event.

· Sarah and Carin will check with Flawn Academic Center (and look in Handbook) about reserving a table.

This meeting is adjourned, 4:15 pm.
Minutes re-caplet:
Our dinner with the SAA workshop speakers will take place at 7 pm on Thursday, March 24th, at Moonshine Patio. We’ll discuss details about this and other upcoming spring events at the “Tell All" meeting from 12-2 pm on Wednesday, March 23rd, in room 1.208. The Spring Repository Trip (April 8th-9th) will definitely include a visit to NARA Southwest and may also include a trip to the Kimbell Art Museum. Stay tuned for more details. We’ve decided to move forward with the “Keep Archives Weird” theme for Archives Week—with a revised title, “Curiouser and Curiouser: Exploring the Wonder that Keeps Archives Weird.” We will be inviting the Andy Warhol Archivist and the Grateful Dead Archivist as guest speakers. Our poster for SAA and our Facebook and Twitter sites are in progress—more details to come. Alison reported on how she took her role as Membership Chair to a new level by visiting the SAA Student Chapter at Indiana University-Bloomington, and Sarah is hard at work on finalizing plans for our participation in Forty Acre Fest on April 2nd.
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