Archives Week 2013
Technology in the Archives
October 14-19
Monday 10/14

“Getting Medieval with Crowdsourcing: Utilizing Flickr and Social Media to Describe Medieval Manuscript Fragments”
Micah Erwin, Project Archivist & Medieval Manuscripts Specialist, Harry Ransom Center
5:30 p.m. • Benson Latin American Collection, Second Floor Conference Room (Sid Richardson Hall 1, 2300 Red River Street)

Over the past two years, Micah Erwin has led a project to survey and describe medieval manuscript fragments, or binder’s waste, in the Ransom Center’s book collection. Micah will share how the project has utilized Flickr and social media to “crowdsource” the identification of many of these fragments.

Tuesday 10/15

iSchool Research Colloquium: “Orders and Authenticity: Lifetime Serializations of Digital Objects”
Dr. Patricia Galloway, Professor, The University of Texas School of Information
3:15-4:30 p.m. • UTA 1.208 (1616 Guadalupe Street)

In this presentation, Dr. Galloway will discuss the archiving of digital records from the perspective of a formal “order as received” based upon groupings of digital files on received legacy media prepared by or for a donor and documented through description of the set of derivative orderings available through the original operating system environment. This practice is designed to: 

1. capture and describe a specific documented state of some part or parts of a digital fonds;

2. provide to the potential user a rich and relatively unmediated representation of multiple stages in creator activity and archival processing that are normally invisible;

3. create a documented basis for other derivative orderings, even those that might be contributed by individual researchers and users.


Dr. Galloway will also discuss the repeated undocumented serializations to which digital objects are subject throughout their lives and how only a few of these activities are formalized as “refreshing,” “migration,” or “reformatting.”

Digital Archeology Lab Demonstration
5:30 p.m. • Digital Archaeology Lab, UTA 5.508 (1616 Guadalupe Street)
Dr. Patricia Galloway and a team of iSchool students will give a tour of the Digital Archaeology lab and demonstrate the equipment. The digital archaeology lab is used for research and education in digital forensics, and contains a complete forensic workstation, a variety of media drives, and current and legacy software for the purpose of recovering digital objects from noncurrent environments for transfer into a preservation environment.

Wednesday 10/16

iSchool Doctoral Student Presentations: Jane Gruning and Jessica Meyerson
6 p.m. • UTA 1.208 (1616 Guadalupe Street)
iSchool doctoral students Jane Gruning and Jessica Meyerson will present on their current research. Jane will talk about the connection between digital preservation and human computer interaction in whether people think of digital objects as less “real” than physical objects, and whether this decreases their likelihood that digital objects will be preserved. Jessica will talk about her interests in combining research & practice, “persistence” in social infrastructure for digital preservation and representation of hybrid collections online.

Thursday 10/17

Perry-Castañeda Library Digitization Tour
1 p.m. • PCL 1.402
Interested in digitization? Love technology? Come get a behind the scenes look at the PCL’s Digitization Services Department! Wendy Martin and Austin Hixson will give a demonstration of the digitization lab’s equipment and talk about some of the projects they have underway. Unfortunately space is limited to 15 people so please sign up via Google Drive.

Friday 10/18

Happy Hour
6 p.m. • Easy Tiger (709 East 6th Street)
Help us celebrate Archives Week with a happy hour at Easy Tiger. All archivists, students, and Austin archival enthusiasts are welcome to join.

Saturday 10/19

Home Movie Day
1-4 p.m. • The Austin Film Society Screening Room (1901 East 51st Street) Join the Texas Archive of the Moving Image and Experimental Response Cinema for the 2013 edition of Home Movie Day. Home Movie Day is a celebration of amateur films and filmmaking held annually at local venues worldwide. Home Movie Day provides the opportunity for individuals and families to see and share their own home movies with an audience of their community and to see their neighbors’ in turn. We are able to screen your 8mm, Super 8mm, and 16 mm films as well as home movies you’ve already digitized and transferred to DVD. Members of the Texas Archive of the Moving Image and Experimental Response Cinema will be present to help look over and project your films and will be showcasing items from their collections. So come by with your films and see them projected in their original format. Drop by for an hour or stay all day!

