SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS CHAPTER

MINUTES

CHAPTER MEETING

APRIL 2, 2009

Meeting called to order by Elizabeth Garber, 5:00 pm.

In Attendance:

Elizabeth Garber, President

Kathryn Brooks, Vice-President

Chris Magee, Webmaster

Alexandra Myers, Fundraising Chair 
David Gracy, Faculty Advisor

I.
Student Chapter Survey Results

The final results of the survey will be merged into a GoogleDoc and cleaned up before they are submitted to the SAA. For next Wednesday, Alexandra and Sarah will compile the survey data and Chris and Elizabeth will write the narrative components. 

II.
May Day Update

Kathryn discussed her contact with Emily about her proposed May Day project. The board reviewed the draft for the flyer that Emily made. It will be sent to local repositories in Austin.

III.
Results of Archives Week 2009 theme survey


The board discussed the results of the survey:

Question 1: Are you interested in When Disaster Strikes (47/49 interested yes)

Question 2: are you interested in Curious World (37 interested, 12 not)

Question 3: 60/40% ; 30 people Disaster, 20 people Curious World

Opened-Question: Respondents expressed interest in manmade disasters, high-quality speakers, and a balance of academic versus “sexy topics.” Some respondents also suggested possible contacts. 

Based on the results, the theme will be “When Disaster Strikes.” The board developed a preliminary plan of action for Archives Week:

· List potential dates: need to consider ACL (when?), UT football (no game Oct. 3rd, Oct. 24th away game – better candidate), midterms; Kathryn will contact the Austin History Center to find out the best Saturday for them.

· List specific contacts: 

Ritzthenthlar – National Archives Conservation

Preservation Technologies

Sound – fellow with VidiPax

Film – TAMI? 

NASA archives? Hurricanes, heat, humidity.

New Orleans – Notary Archives, Public Library

Individuals – family materials, good for Saturday topic (could have Saturday presentations at AHC)

SAA-UT could host an end of semester happy hour, where the board could discuss contact suggestions/brainstorm more ideas. 

IV.
Excursions

A. New Orleans

There will be a New Orleans Trip informational meeting Tuesday, April 28th at 6pm in Rm 468 SZB. Kathryn is planning visits for the trip and has information links on delicious.com. Contacts so far:

· The Historic New Orleans Collection, Saturday 3pm

· Notarial Center, Monday 11am

· No on Jazz Archives at Tulane; potentially jazz national park?

· Latin American Library at Tulane, will probably plan a special tour for Monday

· Amistad Research, in contact

· Sunday activities: museum, aquarium or ghost tour (Aquarium is open from 10 am to 5 pm. $18 flat price, can we get a discount? Need 10 or more people. 800-774-7394)

It is time to start looking for a hotel and figuring out if people will leave on Friday or Saturday.

B. Tower Archives

Based on the results of the doodle survey, there will be at least six attendees. Potential drivers: Chris (take 2 passengers), Kathryn (4 passengers), Elizabeth can possibly drive, Michelle and Lisa cannot. Elizabeth will email the insider/the chapter on Thursday to remind people about the trip and encourage anyone who wants to meet the group at the archives. 

V.
End of semester happy hour

The board discussed the idea of holding an end of semester/finals week happy hour, possibly Wednesday May 13th. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm. 

