SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS CHAPTER

MINUTES

BOARD MEETING

MARCH 11, 2009

Meeting called to order by Elizabeth Garber, 5:02 pm.

In Attendance:

Elizabeth Garber, President

Kathryn Brooks, Vice-President

Lisa Rivoir, Secretary

Tami Sutton, Events Chair 

Chris Magee, Webmaster

Alexandra Myers, Fundraising Chair

David Gracy, Faculty Advisor 

I. Excursions 

A. New Orleans

Elizabeth encouraged board members to look over the list of New Orleans archival repositories found at http://nutrias.org/gnoa/norepos.htm and think about those of particular interest. Tulane and the New Orleans Historical Collection would both be archives of interest, and Dr. Gracy assured the board that there would be many potential contacts and places of interest in the area.  The board will consider making contact with the LSU student chapter (nearest SAA student chapter) about the trip. 

B. Local and/or day trips for the Spring semester

Because the Southwestern Writers Collection trip has been postponed until the fall, the board needs to consider other alternatives for local and day-trips for the chapter. Elizabeth talked about a new exhibit at the Austin History Center (description at http://www.cityofaustin.org/library/news/nr20090122a.htm) that the chapter could visit. The board discussed this idea, including issues of scheduling a time (on the weekend, a weekday evening possible?), gauging chapter interest through a survey, and, arranging for a private tour with staff who could talk about putting together an exhibit. 




Other possible excursions that the board discussed: 

· The John Tower Archives at Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas

· San Antonio, including university archival repositories (UT-San Antonio, Trinity, St. Mary’s), the Alamo and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

· The Museum of Ephemerata (Artex did a trip here?) 

· Houston repositories (may be too long for a day trip)

· Hill Country / Fredericksburg, Nimitz Museum, Pioneer Library 

Board members were encouraged to conduct further research into archival repositories in these locales, particularly San Antonio and Fredericksburg. 

II.
Survey 

Elizabeth will email the survey link to the faculty advisors of student chapters for distribution to their constituencies, and to the SAA Student discussion listserv once final changes are made to the survey and email. 

III.
Website redesign

Chris stated that he hopes to have a preliminary website redesign to show the board during spring break.

III.
Archives Week

A. Fundraising

The board confirmed that they would like to pursue innovative fundraising ideas, such as a pizza party / happy hour cost share event (DoubleDaves at 32nd and Duval has a room to reserve for this). The only major fundraising event held by SAA-UT in the past was the archives week concert. Some planning information for Archives Week fundraising is available in the Archives Week Manual, a document created by the 2003 board. Lisa will email a copy to the board. Alexandra will continue to think of fundraising ideas, as will board members.  

B. Theme

The main idea that came out of chapter and board discussions was a theme related to disasters and recovery in archives; a chapter member proposed the title “Doomed to Repeat It: a World Without Archives.” The board discussed many of the angles from which to approach this theme, as well as the implications of the title. Ideas discussed included:

· An opportunity to tie in with Kilgarlin faculty and students, possibly engaging preservation/conservation speakers as well as archivists; could go to faculty for speaker suggestions

· Possible tie in – an outside organization has expressed interest in sponsoring a day-long presentation on basic preservation practices (taking care of your photos, etc.) that we could take to various sites around the state 

· Engaging an archivist who went to Iraq early in the conflict; if going this route, must keep aware of past archives week themes that were similar (2002 – Archives Under Attack; 2003 – Who Controls the Past?: Archives and Political Legitimacy)

· If addressing cultural loss/loss of knowledge, could include archives loss in history, tie in with other departments (classics, history)

· Implications of the proposed title (cultural loss vs. doomed to repeat perspective, projections of the future)

The board decided that the general theme of disasters and archives is strong; the thing to keep in mind is balancing broad appeal to the community and a narrow, workable focus. By Monday March 23rd, each board member is to come up with at least one (catchy) title for the archives week theme that is related to the general theme of disasters and archives, and submit a sentence or two explaining your take on the theme. 

IV.
Bulletin Board


The bulletin board should be updated. Ideas of what could go up there included:

· “What’s going on with SAA-UT” (Elizabeth will think about this)

· Archives Week information/announcement of the theme when finalized

· Information on the National SAA conference – can we print off a logo, or do actual posters and advertisements exist? (Tami will ask Brenda about this)

· Printout of the new logos, announcement of the new website 

· Updated promotional materials from archives in Austin

· “Archives in the news”, put up interesting articles or headlines

After spring break when the AW theme, website, etc. are farther along, the board will update the bulletin board. 

V.
Other Business


A. Sarah will email her budget updates to the board.

B. New Orleans Trip

- Board members can begin looking into possible hotels and price ranges, admission fees



- Need to gauge chapter interest in the trip – send out a survey?

C. Short trips – board members will continue researching place of interest; Tami c

an begin making contacts 

D. Meetings:

- The next board meeting will be Wednesday March 25th at 5pm.

- The next chapter meeting will be Wednesday April 1st at 5pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:46pm. 

